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1. Background 

‘Devon is a predominately white English shire county but young people here 
need to be prepared for life in a wider world.   They need to understand and 
appreciate the values and beliefs of other cultures, and to recognise that Britain is 
part of an independent world.   The media, after all, bring news of world events 
and an awareness of other people’s lives into every home’ 
Education for a Multicultural Society - Devon Policy Document 1989 

2. Principles 

Whilst the focus of policy has moved to address issues of equality, inclusion and 
accessibility, these observations about Devon are still broadly true.   In light of 
this the Governors expect St Thomas Primary School to value cultural similarities 
and differences, and to affirm the pluralism that the children, their home 
communities, and teachers reflect.   In this way the school will help prepare its 
children for their responsibilities in an increasingly interdependent world  

The school aims to be flexible and sensitive about food, dress, sex and 
relationships education and other areas where cultural practices or beliefs may 
come into conflict with normal school practice.   Should such conflicts arise the 
school will seek reasonable accommodations to secure the participation of all 
children in the school’s activities. 

3. Objectives 

3.1 Respect for Others 

All children should be encouraged to be aware of: 

a) the basic facts of race and racial similarity and difference 
b) the customs, values and beliefs of the main cultures represented in the 

local community and in the wider world 
All children should grow to understand: 

i) the uniqueness of each individual human being 
ii) the underlying humanity we share 
iii) the principles of equal rights and justice 
iv) the value of achievements of other cultures and nations 
v) strangeness without feeling threatened 
vi) that Britain is a multi-ethnic society 
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1 Respect for Self 

All children should be able to: 

a) communicate efficiently in English and, if this is not their mother tongue, 
in their own first language 

b) master other basic skills necessary for success at school 

4. Criteria for the selection of learning experiences 

a) The curriculum needs to be global in presentation and facilitate the 
acquisition of the attitudes, skills, and knowledge required to function in 
different cultures. [global awareness] 

b) Contemporary British Society contains a variety of social and ethnic groups;  
this diversity should be made evident in the visuals, stories and information 
offered to children and promote the understanding of unique cultural and 
ethnic heritage. [local diversity awareness] 

c) Children should have access to accurate information about racial and 
cultural similarities and differences, which are the basis of the principles of 
universal rights and responsibilities. [universality] 

d) People from British minority groups and from other cultures should be 
presented as individuals with every variety of human quality and attribute.  
Stereotyping should be avoided.  [respect individuality] 

e) Other cultures and nations should be valued and not judged against British 
or European norms. [respect and appreciate cultural diversity] 

f) Challenge all forms of discrimination in schools and society through the 
promotion of democratic principles of equality and social justice.  

5. Document History 
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